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My Turn

Aryan Invasion Theory
Dinesh Agrawal

The Aryan Invasion Theory is not a subject of academic
interest only, rather it conditions our perception of India's
historical evolution, the sources of her ancient glorious
heritage and indigenous socio-economic-political institutions
which have been developed over the millennia. Consequently,
the validity or invalidity of this theory has an obvious and
strong bearing on the contemporary Indian political and social
landscape and the future of Indian nationalism.

The Aryan Invasion Theory (AIT) [see also Book Review, page 9
left column] denies the indigenous origin and evolution of the
sources of India's glorious Vedic culture and heritage. Such a
proposition defies common sense and available scriptural,
archaeological and historical evidence. For thousands of years
Hindu society has looked upon the Vedasas the fountainhead
of all knowledge--spiritual and secular--and the mainstay of
Hindu culture, its heritage and existence. Never have our
historical or religious records questioned this fact. And now,
suddenly, in the last century or so, it has been propagated that
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the Vedasdo not belong to Hindus, they were the creation of a
barbaric horde of nomadic tribes who descended upon North
India and destroyed an advanced indigenous civilization. A
nomadic, barbaric horde of invaders cannot by any stretch of
imagination produce the kind of sublime wisdom or pure and
pristine spiritual experiences of the highest order as one finds
in the Vedic literature.

AIT is merely a proposed "theory," and not a factual event.
Theories are modified, discredited, nay even rejected with the
emergence of new knowledge and data pertaining to the
subject matter of the theories. The most weird aspect of the
AIT is that it has its origin not in any Indian record but in
European politics and 19th century German nationalism. AIT
has no support either in North Indian literature, tradition,
science or in any of the South Indian, Dravidian (inhabitants of
South India, who were supposed to be the victims of the
so-called Aryan invasion) literature and tradition. There was
absolutely no reference in Indian traditions and literature of an
Aryan Invasion of Northern India until the British imperialists
imposed this theory on an unsuspecting and gullible Indian
society and introduced it to the Indian school curriculum.

A major flaw of the invasion theory was that it had no
explanation for why Vedic literature that was assumed to go
back into the second millennium bce had no reference to any
region outside of India. Also, the astronomical references in
the Rig Vedaallude to events in the third millennium bce and
even earlier, indicating the origin of Vedic hymns earlier than
3000 bce. The contributions of the Vedic world to philosophy,
mathematics, logic, astronomy, medicine and other sciences
provide one of the foundations upon which rests the common
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heritage of mankind. These are well recognized but cannot be
reconciled if the Vedaswere composed after 1500 bce. Further,
if it is assumed that the so-called Aryans invaded the
townships in the Harappan valley and destroyed its habitants
and their civilization, how come after doing that they did not
occupy these towns? The excavations of these sites indicate
that the townships were abandoned. And if the Harappan
civilization was originated by the Dravidian, who were then
allegedly pushed down to the south by Aryans, how come
there is no Aryan-Dravidian divide in the respective literatures
and historical tradition? The North and South of India have
never been known to be culturally hostile to each other. Also,
was South India uninhabitated prior to the pushing of the
original population of Indus Valley? If not, who were the
original inhabitants of South India who accepted the
newcomers without any hostility or fight?

If the Aryan Hindus were outsiders, why don't they name
places outside India as their most holy places or motherland?
Why should they sing paeans in the praise of India's numerous
rivers crisscrossing the entire peninsula, and
mountains--repositories of life giving water and natural
resources, nay even bestow them a status of goddesses and
gods. These are some of the obvious serious objections,
inconsistencies and glaring anomalies for which the advocates
of the invasion theory have no convincing or plausible
explanations.
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